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Using the
Activity Guide
We hope you find the lessons in this guide useful as you teach
about invasive plants. While this guide is written for Wisconsin
educators teaching about invasive forest plants, we trust that
creative educators will be able to adapt these activities to other
locations and habitats!

Companion Reference
Throughout this guide, you will find references to the book Invasive
Plants of the Upper Midwest: An Illustrated Guide to Their
Identification and Control by Elizabeth J. Czarapata. This book is
a complete and up-to-date reference where educators can find both
general and species-specific information. It is available in libraries,
bookstores, and on the Internet. <www.ipaw.org/order.asp>

Kindergarten - Adult
This guide provides classroom and field activities for formal and
non-formal educators working with kindergarten through adult
audiences. See the table on page 133 for a breakdown of activities
by grade.

Diversity of Activities
Check out the tables on pages 134 – 135 for a quick look at the
variety of subjects and teaching methods in this guide.

Classroom and Field
Activities
It’s difficult to learn everything there is to know about invasive plants
from inside four walls. The table on page 136 gives a quick
overview of which activities can be used in the classroom and which
need to be done outside.

Field Trip Providers
Non-formal educators should check out page 136 for a table
showing activities that fit the time frame of a
typical field trip. Some of these activities
make great introductions for service
learning experiences; others are complete
field trips! Extend the learning experience
for the students by sending some of the
classroom activities in this guide to teachers for
use before and after the field trip.
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Suggestions for
Invasive Plant Units
Grades K – 2
The Plant Hunters
Garlic Mustard Invasion
Eyewitness Accounts
Weed Out!

Grades 3 – 4
Global Marketplace
Ad-libbed Aliens
or Field Notes
The Plant Hunters
Web of Life
or Garlic Mustard Invasion
Means & Modes
How to Kill a Dandelion
Weed Out!

Grades 5 – 8
Wildflower, Weed, or Botanical
Bully?
Field Notes
The Plant Hunters
Outwit–Outplant–Outlast
or Garlic Mustard Invasion
Means & Modes
or Wanted Posters
Plotting Plants
Checking Out the Options
Weed Out!

Grades 9 – 12
Wildflower, Weed, or Botanical
Bully?
Invasive or Not?
The Plant Hunters
Outwit–Outplant–Outlast
A Can of Worms
Means & Modes
Diversity Index
or Plotting Plants
Checking Out the Options
Weed Out!

Invasive Plant Units
While most of the activities in this guide are “stand alone”
activities, your students will get a more complete picture of the
invasive species problem by doing a series of activities. Try to
choose at least one activity from each section of the guide so
that your students can progress from Defining the Problem to
Controlling Invasive Plants. See the sidebar at left for ideas.

Wisconsin,s Model
Academic Standards

Activities have been correlated to Wisconsin’s standards. See
correlations with each lesson plan and a listing on pages 137 – 138.

Scout Connections
While invasive plants are not the focus of any specific badges or
programs, it is important to connect learning about natural
resources to the problems caused by invasive plants. Since
invasive plants are threatening the natural areas that scouts
treasure, controlling the growth and spread of invasive plants
makes for wonderful service learning and conservation projects.
See correlations with each lesson plan.

Availability
This guide is available in several formats. It can be downloaded
free from the Teacher Pages on the WDNR’s Environmental
Education for Kids (EEK!) Web site. <www.dnr.wi.gov/eek/
teacher/invasiveplantguide.htm> The file is in PDF format and
requires Acrobat Reader version 5.0 or later. For information
about print or CD versions of the guide, contact: Endangered
Resources, ER-6, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources,
101 S. Webster St., Madison, WI 53707, or call (608) 266-7012.

June is Invasive Plant
Awareness Month!
June is a great time to be involved in invasives species learning
and management projects. Go to the state’s Web site to find out
about events around the state and resources you can use in your
teaching. <www.invasivespecies.wi.gov>

Share Your Stories
The WDNR Plant Conservation Program staff would appreciate
knowing about your successes and challenges. Share Wanted
Posters that your students create, photos of workdays, stories,
and suggestions for additional materials that would help you
teach about invasive plants. Send to Bureau of Endangered
Resources, ER-6, 101 S. Webster St., Madison, WI 53707,
bureau.endangeredresources@dnr.state.wi.us, or (608) 267-5066.
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